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(E) Representing the Department in
matters relating to international de-
fense organizations, such as NATO and
its suborganizations.

(iv) Coordinate and facilitate USDA
operations of Natural Disaster Pro-
grams, including liaison with executive
departments and the Congress in disas-
ter matters.

(v) Maintain liaison with:
(A) Federal Preparedness Agency;

and
(B) Defense Civil Preparedness Agen-

cy.
(b) The following authorities are re-

served to the Secretary of Agriculture:
(1) Related to personnel. Make final de-

terminations in the following areas:
(i) Separation of employees for secu-

rity reasons.
(ii) Restoration to duty of employees

following suspension from duty for se-
curity reasons.

(iii) Reinstatement or restoration to
duty or the employment of any person
separated for security reasons.

(iv) Issuance of temporary certifi-
cates to occupy sensitive positions.

(2) [Reserved]

Subpart D—Delegations of Author-
ity to Other General Officers
and Agency Heads

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
subpart D appear at 60 FR 66713, Dec. 26, 1995.

§ 2.26 Director, Office of the Executive
Secretariat.

The following delegation of authority
is made by the Secretary of Agri-
culture to the Director, Office of the
Executive Secretariat: Responsible for
all correspondence control and related
records management functions for the
Office of the Secretary.

§ 2.27 Office of Administrative Law
Judges.

(a) The following designations are
made by the Secretary of Agriculture
to the Office of Administrative Law
Judges:

(1) Administrative law judges (for-
merly hearing examiners) are des-
ignated pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 556(b)(3) to
hold hearings and perform related du-
ties in proceedings subject to 5 U.S.C.
556 and 557, arising under the Agricul-

tural Marketing Agreement Act of 1937,
as amended (7 U.S.C. 601 et seq.); the
Commodity Exchange Act as amended
(7 U.S.C. 1 et seq.); the Perishable Agri-
cultural Commodities Act, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 499a et seq.); the Federal Seed
Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1551 et seq.);
the (Laboratory) Animal Welfare Act,
as amended (7 U.S.C. 2131 et seq.); the
Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921, as
amended and supplemented (7 U.S.C.
181 et seq.); the Forest Resources Con-
servation and Shortage Relief of 1990
(16 U.S.C. 630 et seq.); and any other
acts providing for hearings to which
the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557,
are applicable. Pursuant to the applica-
ble rules of practice, the administra-
tive law judges shall make initial deci-
sions in adjudication and rate proceed-
ings subject to 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557.
Such decisions shall become final with-
out further proceedings unless there is
an appeal to the Secretary by a party
to the proceeding in accordance with
the applicable rules of practice: Pro-
vided, however, that no decision shall
be final for purposes of judicial review
except a final decision of the Secretary
upon appeal. As used herein, ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ means the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Judicial Officer, or other
officer or employee of the Department
delegated, pursuant to the Act of April
4, 1940 (7 U.S.C. 450c–450g), and Reorga-
nization Plan No. 2 of 1953 (5 U.S.C.
App.), ‘‘regulatory functions’’ as that
term is defined in the 1940 Act, in act-
ing as final deciding officer in adju-
dication and rate proceedings subject
to 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557. Administrative
Law Judges are delegated authority to
hold hearings and perform related du-
ties as provided in the Rules of Prac-
tice Governing Cease and Desist Pro-
ceedings Under Section 2 of the Capper-
Volstead Act, set forth in part 1, sub-
part I of this title.

(2) [Reserved]
(b) The Chief Administrative Law

Judge is delegated the following ad-
ministrative responsibilities subject to
the guidance and control of the Assist-
ant Secretary for Administration (See
§ 2.24(a)):

(1) Exercise general responsibility
and authority for all matters related to
the administrative activities of the Of-
fice of Administrative Law Judges; and
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(2) Direct the functions of the Hear-
ing Clerk as set out in § 2.24(a)(1)(iii).

§ 2.28 Chief Financial Officer.

(a) The Chief Financial Officer, under
the supervision of the Secretary, is re-
sponsible for executing the duties enu-
merated for agency Chief Financial Of-
ficers in the Chief Financial Officers
Act of 1990, Public Law No. 101–576, 31
U.S.C. 902, including:

(1) Reporting directly to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture regarding finan-
cial management matters and the fi-
nancial execution of the budget.

(2) Overseeing all financial manage-
ment activities relating to the pro-
grams and operations of the Depart-
ment and component agencies.

(3) Developing and maintaining an in-
tegrated accounting and financial sys-
tem for the Department and compo-
nent agencies, including financial re-
porting and internal controls, which—

(i) Complies with applicable account-
ing principles, standards, and require-
ments, and internal control standards;

(ii) Complies with such policies and
requirements as may be prescribed by
the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

(iii) Complies with any other require-
ments applicable to such systems; and

(iv) Provides for complete, reliable,
consistent, and timely information
which is prepared on a uniform basis
and which is responsive to the financial
information needs of Department man-
agement and for the development and
reporting of cost information, the inte-
gration of accounting and budgeting
information, and the systematic meas-
urement of performance.

(4) Making recommendations to the
Secretary regarding the selection of
the Deputy Chief Financial Officer of
the Department, and selection of prin-
cipal financial officers of component
agencies of the Department.

(5) Directing, managing, and provid-
ing policy guidance and oversight of
Department financial management per-
sonnel, activities, and operations, in-
cluding:

(i) Preparing and annually revising a
Departmental plan to:

(A) Implement the 5-year financial
management plan prepared by the Di-

rector of the Office of Management and
Budget under 31 U.S.C. 3512(a)(3); and

(B) Comply with the requirements es-
tablished for agency financial state-
ments under 31 U.S.C. 3515 and with the
requirements for audits of Department
financial statements established in 31
U.S.C. 3521 (e) and (f).

(ii) Developing Departmental finan-
cial management budgets, including
the oversight and recommendation of
approval of component agency finan-
cial management budgets;

(iii) Recruiting, selecting, and train-
ing of personnel to carry out Depart-
mental financial management func-
tions;

(iv) Approving and managing Depart-
mental, and approving component
agency, financial management systems
design or enhancement projects; and

(v) Implementing and approving De-
partmental, and approving component
agency, asset management systems, in-
cluding systems for cash management,
credit management, debt collection,
and property and inventory manage-
ment and control.

(6) Preparing and transmitting, by
not later than 60 days after the submis-
sion of the audit report required by 31
U.S.C. 3521(f), an annual report to the
Secretary and the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, which
shall include:

(i) A description and analysis of the
status of financial management of the
Department;

(ii) The annual financial statements
prepared under 31 U.S.C. 3521;

(iii) The audit report transmitted to
the Secretary under 31 U.S.C. 3521;

(iv) A summary of the reports on in-
ternal accounting and administrative
control systems submitted to the
President and the Congress under the
amendments made by the Federal Man-
agers’ Financial Integrity Act of 1982
(31 U.S.C. 1113, 3512); and

(v) Other information the Secretary
considers appropriate to inform fully
the President and the Congress con-
cerning the financial management of
the Department.

(7) Monitoring the financial execu-
tion of the budget of the Department in
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